General Remarks
Anhydrous solvents were dried and distilled before use according to the standard procedure. All chemicals for synthesis were of reagent grade and used without purification unless noted. Reactions were carried out under a nitrogen atmosphere and monitored by TLC using prepared plates (silica gel 60 F254 on aluminum). The chromatograms were examined under both 254 and 360 nm UV light or with the developing agent ethanolic vanillin and heat. Flash column chromatography was performed on silica gel 60 (particle size 200-400 mesh ASTM, purchased from Aldrich, USA). Melting points were determined using Fisatom 430D equipment. The 1 H and 13 C NMR spectra were recorded in CDCl3 solutions using a Brucker 75 MHz or 300 MHz spectrometer, as noted. Chemical shifts (δ) are expressed as parts per million (ppm) downfield from tetramethylsilane or deuterated solvent (CDCl3 1 H δ 7.27 and
